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As 1 drove away from the meeting, the sky was overclouded,
and I barely got under cover before the rain came down. As my wife and I sat at lunch there was shouting outside. Thousands were gathered with relieved and thankful hearts. They shouted, " Victory to our Chief Commissioner! He prayed for rain ; and it has come." I spoke to them a few words of good cheer, and bade them go home and give God the glory. The scene greatly impressed us. It was full of gladness and of solemnity. They have the faith of little children, and " of such is the kingdom of God."
One of the greatest evils connected with agricultural life in India is the indebtedness of the people, and the difficulty that they have in obtaining command of capital for carrying on agricultural work and effecting improvements. The indebtedness of the people has long attracted the attention of the Government and of those who are in any way interested in their welfare. It is not easy to understand why there should be so large a proportion of the agricultural community involved in debt; for there are so many careful and prudent persons among the agricultural classes that many who know them would be inclined to say that habits of prudence and thrift characterise the people generally. That the Hindu is not necessarily improvident and unthrifty is manifested by the many cases that one sees of lives conducted on sound business principles ; and yet it cannot be denied that indebtedness is, to an extraordinary degree, characteristic of the agricultural classes.
There is one-*reason for this which is manifest on the face of it to any one who has practical experience of the life of the people, namely,, that it is practically impossible for any man or any family that has once fallen into debt to recover. Therefore, generation by generation there is a tendency for indebtedness to increase. It is not the policy of the moneylender to sell up the debtor except under special circumstances. He will sell him up if he desires for himself, or for any one in whom he is interested, the" property which the debtor owns; or he will sell him up when the debtor has become so